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BSTRACT The spatial and temporal variability of the therraatl saline structure of
the upper 300-m layer of the Black Sea is providéth the empirical orthogonal func-
tions (EOF), according to Argo floats data for ghexiod 2002 — 2012. It is shown that
about 8®% of the temperature and salinity variance of al8% are described by the
first three vertical modes EOF. The interpretatidrihe individual modes and their rela-
tion to hydrological structure of the sea are psgub Horizontal anisotropy of the cold
intermediate layer formation (CIL) in the Black Sessuggested, which manifests itself
in the fact that the cold water isopycnic descemnfthe central part of the sea to the pe-
riphery is in the form of individual jets.
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